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City Manager’s Office

September 28, 2010

New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission
21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10
Concord, NH 03301-2429

RE: DE 10-195

Dear New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission:

This letter is written on behalf of the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Berlin. At their meeting on Monday, September 27, 2010, on a vote of 5-3, the Mayor
and Council voted to provide you with this letter in support of PSNF1~s Petition to the
PUC for Approval of a Power Purchase Agreement between PSNH and Laidlaw Berlin
BioPower, LLC (DE 10-195) and to urge the expedited consideration of its petition.

The City of Berlin is by far the most economically distressed city in the state. It
desperately needs the enterprise, jobs and tax base that the proposed Laidlaw energy
development project will bring to the community. In order to take advantage of close to
$3,000,000 in local community benefits from New Market Tax Credits which have been
allocated to the project, final financing must close by November 15, 2010. This financing
cannot close without a Power Purchase Agreement.

As the Commission is aware, Laidlaw has just completed what is a 9-month
process before the Site Evaluation Committee process. The project is now ready to begin
construction. The City fully expects that the PUC will carry out its review process with
proper due diligence. The City also respectfully requests that the PUC do everything in
its power to streamline that review to make it as rapid as reasonably possible.

The PUC’s judicious and timely review of this petition is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, ;~~

/t~
Patrick ~1ac ecu
City Manager

cc: Mayor and Council

City Hall, 168 Main Street
Berlin, NH 03570

Tel: 6O3~-752-7532 Fax: 603-752~8550
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